Hi

story of Aurovi |

MASTER PLAN

Mot her 6s evol

VoI

e

ng

Roger Anger o0s evol vi
and related matters.

Compiled by Gilles Guigan
gillou@auroville.org.in

Deamber2013 version
(Gilles is always happy treceive feedback and to add/correct any information.)

0



Auroville Charter
28.2.68

1. Auroville belongs to nobody in particular. Auroville belongs to humanity as a wh
But to live in Auroville one must be the willing servitor of the Divine Consciousne

2. Auroville will be the place of an unending education, of constant progress, a
youth that never ages.

3. Auroville wants to be the bridge between the past and the future. Taking adva
of all discoveries from without and from within, Auroville will boldépring towards
future realisations.

4. Auroville will be a site of material and spiritual researches for a living embodimer
an actual human unity.

Foreword
I n ATo be a true Aurovilianodo, Mother exapd ai ne
t hat AFor our passage in the material worl d,
at our disposal according to the place we must occupy. The more we are consciously in contact
with our inner being, the more are the exactmeang @ n t o us. 0

Auroville being an intentional community and a town with a saud, its residerstfirst need to

become more conscious, individually and collectivelyite™® d h ar ma 6 , of the | av
the aims and objectives assigned to us anduf hest to achieve theniThis is becauséhe more
conscious we will be of what we came here to be and do and the more serious we will be about
being and doing it, the more we will attract the kind of human and material resources the realisation
of our ideals requires. There is simply no other way of attracting these resources and it is
imperative to attract them at the earliest.

I n order to achieve its two ai ms: , AarovileeMad ect i
assigned thre&asks by the Mbther The most important oneeingto develop into a more ideal

society it also has to develop inta more idealcentre for research and higher education (a
university with another name sandarsorerided toino h a:
The aim of this document is to present to the readesslable recordsf what Mother sad

(between August 1964 and May 1973, which is the period during which she spoke of Auroville)
about what this future town should be. This obliges us to mentiorttadse of her words on other
things when they i mpact | pastyesedandfatyptaimers br i ef

Auroville is presently going through one of the most difficult period of its history because of the
prevailingconfusion in our comunityregardingAur ovi | | edés ai ms and obj e
achieve them.Thereis in our community avide range ofinterpretationsof Motherds intentiors

with Auroville. There is a whole spectrum opiaionsbetween two extremes: fromathof those

wh o deem dotaremuchaboutherintentionsand just want t@njoythe placeto that ofthose

who have turned into dogma somehef words which were never meant to be frozen in time and
insist that they bébeyondanydiscussio As isusually the casepne extreme feeds the other...

This challengeas long-standingpage 71 ohi s b o o Memdrlawe 0 , Shyam Sund:«

AAfter the passing of Mot her , Roger exhort
Once when he was insisting on thismpisomeone asked him how he could speak as the
Chief Architect of Auroville. Roger spont ar

Y In English Mot her referred tThetonof the futliré erheftity thevaarthtnéedl g a md  fii

universaltownship ; in Frenclhkittdbel wa owlled o0 @t. alid at e r citeau servibeeds 0 i n 0,
la v®rit®o0. orAs itnhdgmrenichr rforwfit owno, it ha)s dficabte tr

somehow outdated word for a smal/l city, a fitowno.



The only possible waforwardis to studyher words and try and understatind intention behind
themin order to knowwhich ones areimeless and which ones were somehow ephemdiabse

which pertain to developg herean ideal society are usually timeless while soméesfwords

which pertain to the development of a more ideal university and a more ideal town are more likely
to be epbmeralas theyoftendepend on the needs and possibilities ofstteeandime.

This document shows that Moth@eceived thinggdon Auroville and then shared them during nine

years (August 1964 May 1973); thesdithings did not come tdier in one go buprogressively.
During the first years, though e was absol utely sur e defwasAotr ov i
sure ofitsihr eason of beingodo and widewopen;diongsthe lyearghei ng |
reversed some ofier early policies (the madsimportant one being probably that on money
circulation) andshe wanted the Aurovilians to remain open to receiving new inputs along the way,
saying that #Athings wil/ get formul ated as tF
shape progressie | y 0 . Thi s pr cledether batly ind Nomembet9é3n d wh e n

This documentiemonstrate the obvious: that Mother was dynamiincarnateshe kept evolving.

Hence thetaskh e gave to Aurovilleds planndéficdtongpast,
because on the one hasltk asked Roger to plan a city of 50,000 whskbh wanted to be built in

10-20 years (and the fastert@wn is to be built, the sooner many important decisions need to be
taken), while on the other harste kept insisthg thatthingsbe keptas open as possible asde
stresedthe need fofiplasticity and flexibilityp so as not tdifossilise thinge earlier than required

In this regard, ne needs to keep always in mind the following quotes:

1 Regarding the Ramakrishna $8ion thoughhe had the highest regard for Sri Ramakrishna and
Swami Vivekananda, Sri Aurobindo wro@The err or of the Mission
forms of Ramakrishna & Vivekananda & not keep themselves open for new outpourings of
their spirit,it he error of al | AChurchesd and organi

1 Regarding the wayis Ashram developed, Sri Aurobindo wrdie 1939) AThere has
been, at any time, a mental plan, fixed programme or an organisation decided beforehand. The
whole thing has taken birth, grown and developed as a living being by a movement of

consciousness (CHtapas) constantly maintained, incre

1 Motherwr ot e: ADo not take my words as a teachi
withadefin t e purpose, and they | ose their true p

1 On 10.757, she invited all those interested to the great adventure, telling them that it would be
Aa real adventure, whose goal unksowrand nmuatiben Vv i
traced out step by step in the unexplored. Something that has never been in this present
uni verse and that will Sheadded Mm@nagmu Nt i Mut ha
has been foreseen, all that has been devisethatlhas been constructed, and then... set off
wal king into the unknown. 0

1 On 25.10.67, speaking specifically of Aurovilsh e t ol d Sat pr em: AnAnd
descends in order to manifest, all oppositions arise, contradictions arise, complicasens ar
and within you <clearly see that they donodt
6Dondét try to organise, donodt try, you are
For my part, | wanted it to grow like that, spontaneously,twh t he f ul | pl ay of

Some readers are likely to be astonished when they realissotimatof the thingsMother had
approved and signdtlith Blessings were later modified (witlher approval wheshe was still in

her body and obviously wibut it whensh e wa s n 6 tprepehty sy mand & )y. They
be astonished because said the following abolie r 0 Bl essi ngs 6:

AMy bl essings are very dangerous. They <can
this person or that thingt ik for... or, well, I will put it in a mystic way.

It is for the Will of the Lord to be done, with full force and power. So it is not necessary

that there should always be a success. There might be a failure also, if such is the Will of



the Lord. And the Will is for progress, | mean the inner progress. So whatever happens
will be for the best.od
*

In the context of this prevailing confusion, a historyhef brief toA u r o v pldnhers dessito
pointouthet hi ngs whi ¢ h hav e nhichmagnronggreedalidatotte lettdr i n g s
because circumstances have completely changed. As such an exesbigeusly subjective in
nature, | expect to be blamed far ito my defence let me say thaam continuing tooffer to share
with all interesed parties soft copies of all the document have gathered alonglmostthree
decadesand| invite others tousethis materiatlopr esent their own snder
evolving brief to Aurovillebds past, present a

The aims of tts document are three:
1. to provide to the readers abjectivelyasl canMot h ewldmgbr i ef to Auro
planners (duringper lifetime),
2.t0o0 show how the entir e phatjisevithbut atheance plaorpng,d Mc
by being open to incograte new needs and opportunities
3. to show how Roger responded é¢tements ofher brief, interpreting freely what he had
understood fronmer and thashedid not seem to mindis free interpretation.

Lastly, pleasenote that this compilation can only gius a partial view of what really took place
because it is limited to all available documértsd that, unfortunately, the transcriptions of some
important talks are not available with the Archives, either because some disciples did not transcribe
the words Mother told them or because thew v et these words with the Archivés.

Hopefully, this document will help its readers to figure out better for themselves what Mother
wanted to achieyédnow she was going about @&nd how we should now proceed

Auroville, 27" December2013

Gilles Guigan

221% January 1960. Collected Words of Mother, Volume XIII, pagéB1

% For example, the only quotes we hdve om Mot her on Aurovilleds I nternati.
unpubl i shed notes anknown KmodlsfilJhamemwi d6& Iyioudl e Aur
documents which prove that the intention of having an International Jrivet y i n t hi s dApl ace of
was there from the start; but none of the published co
this key objectivé key because in herownwordsitishe key to [ Aurwogei | | eds] reason
* Are missing: the transcriptions of her conversations with Navajata, with her son, André Morisset, with other members
of the Comit® Administrat i f-dadghtdruRoanaprdmia,evith(YGnne Artaud)and wi t
Norman Dowset on edation, with Laljibhai Hindocha on industries in Auroville. It is also only from 1969 onwards

that Roger Anger started taking succinct notes of some of his conversations with Miztbgueline may still have

some interesting documents to share but, alsljoRoger shared the most interesting ones decades ago.



Chapter 1: Period ending mid August 1964

Universal Exhibitions in Paris

The first of the huge international exhibitio
Nationso was hé&lld butLondors -@wn ih&h hasMostethmored s h
Universal (or International) exhibitions than any other city in the workdarting in 1855.

As it was in Britain that the industrial revolution had started and as France could not compete as
yet in this field alone; its first huge exh
Universelle des produits de I 6dagriculture, de
1867 and 1878 were si mpl y doieetsdbia this coiextpneantitiati o n

it pertained to all human activitigsincluding art and culture.

*

1889 May 5" i October 3% 4™ Universal Exhibition #:%

held in Paris to commemorate the centenary of #
French Revolution; it covered 95 hectaf@g40 acres), 35 s
countries participated and it received 32 million visitor
The two most popular attractions were built for th.e
exhibition: the Eiffel Tower and a replica of a street |
Cairo with its 25 houses, its minaret (a copy of that
Kalid-Bey Mbsque), its 225 indigenous people, i
donkeys, bazaars, coffees, etc. :
Mother (then 11) must have visited it and some of *
Pavilions of the countries of the world. Her mothe
Mathilde, and grandmother MirFamust have been ver
keen to show the street Cairo to Mattéo and Mirra.

*

1900, April 15" 1 November 12"; 5" Universal Exhibition held in Paris to sum up the past 19
Century; it covered 120 hectares (300 acres); 58 countries participated and it received 51 million
visitors. The second OlyngpGames of the modern era took place in Paris during this Exhibition.

o
;m-__t 1

RERIA " CITTITA RN
OPavilions of Foreign Powersdé along ¢t}

The Mother (then 22) must have visited this exhibition and probably some of the Pavilions of the
OForeign Poweéclsniess.and t hose

Many more Universal/International Exhibitions hosting pavilions of the countries of the world will
be held in large cities in various parts of the world. (The most recent one was in Shanghai).

These facts are mentioned here because, in 1965e Mot her wi | | speak of Al
Townshipd hosting Pavilions of the various cul tur
the Mother will speak of for Auroville are clearly of a different nature than those hosted enetkigbitions
and in a very different contektthat of a University. She will also speak of holding the Olympic Games in
Auroville.

* k* %

®> Mathilde and her son Mattéo were born in Alexandria, but grandmother Mirra was born and raised in Cairo.

1



When Mot her wa sstilldnFeancg: youngd and

At the beginning of my present earthly existenceaime intocontact withmany people who said

that they had a great inner aspiration, an urge towards something deeper grizutthat they

were tied downsubjected,slavesto that brutal necessity of earning their ilng, and thatthis
weighedthemdown so muchtook so much of their time and energy tttety could not engage in

any dher activity inner or outer. | heard this very oftenawsnany poor peoplé | dond@ mean

poor from the monetary point of view, but pooechuse they feltmprisoned in amateral
necessitynarrow and deadening.

| was very young at that timand | alwaysused tatell myself thatif ever | could do it] would try

to create dittle world 7 oh! quite a small one, but still...a small world where people would live
without havingto be preoccupiedvith food and lodging and cloiing and all the imprative
necessities of life, sas to seavhether all the energies freed bysthertainty of asecurematerial

living would turn spontaneously towards the divine life and the inner agahs

Well, towards the middle of my lifé at least, what is usually the middle of a humanlifdne

means was given to me and | could realise this, that is, create such conditions Ahdifehave

come to this conclusion, that it is not this nettgswhich hinders people from consecrating
themselves to an inner realisation, but that it is a dullness, a tamas, a lack of aspiration, a miserable
laxity, an td o ncére attitude, and that those who face even the hardest conditions of life are
sometimeshe ones who react most and have the intensest aspiration.

Thatds al | . |l am waiting for the contrary to
|l would very much I|ike to see the contrary b
which are not utilised, since thisrrible compulsion of having something to eat or a roof to sleep
under or cl ot hes on apaneidsure bof alldhatthefevieaswhaleartass efx i s t
energies which are not utilised for that; well, they are spent in idle stupidities.ofAhdse, the
foolishness which seems to me the most disast
chatter. I havendt known a place where they
not say, busy themselves with things tisépuld not be concerned with. And I know it is merely

an overflow of unused enerdy.

*

When | was in France, I was al ways asking m
themselves? How can they even have the time to understand the way to free lthenesSo?l 0
thought: a place where material needs are sufficiently satisfied, so that if you truly want to free
yourself, you can do so. And it was on this idea that the Ashram founded, not on any other: a place
where peopl eds me dbasfficerto gve thesnttree himeeto think of lthd True
Thingo’

These two texts are included in this compilation bec#ese explainwhat Mother tried to do first at the
Ashram and then at Auroville forna30.12.67 she will tell Satprem AUltimately, [Auroville] must be a

town for studie§ studies and research on how to live both in a simplified way and in a way such that the
higher qualities have MORE TIME to developlt may be because ofia dullness, a tamas, a lack of
aspiration, a miserable laj, an +d o ncéré attitud® she had found iTmanyAshranitesthat she deciced

that Auroville had to be seHsupportingi somethingshe did notask of the Ashram. In any case, self

supportiveness is a must for any society wanting to be more ideal.
* % *

190508: Mother already has the idea of an ideal society. On 23.0$6%vill tell Satprem:

[Huta] wrote to me all her dreams; one or two sentences suddenly awakened an old, old memory of
something [an ideal society] that had tried to manifestceationi when | was very s
remember what age), and that had again tried to manifest at the very beginning of the century when

| was with Théon [in 1908908]. Then | had forgotten all about it.

* *x %

® The MotherQuestions & Answer$0.5.56.
Mot her 6s16.96tenda



In 1912 While livingin Paris, rue duVal de Grace, Mother leads a group of spiritual seekers for
whom she writes this texton the needf an ideal societyattemping to realise human unity
Aurovi | Ilpergose f utur e

An ldeal Society

The general aim to be attained is the advent of a @sigige universal harmony.

The means for attaining this aim, in regard to the earth, is the realisation of human unity through
the awakening in all and the manifestation by all of the inner Divinity which is One.

In other wordg to create unity by foundintpe Kingdom of God which is within us.

This, therefore, is the most useful work to be done.

1. For each individually, to be conscious in himself of the Divine Presence and to identify with it.

2. To individualise the states of being that were never till nowaouns in man and, by that, to
put the earth in connection with one or more of the fountains of universal force that are still
sealed to it.

3. To speak again to the world the eternal word under a new form adapted to its present mentality.
It will be a synthsis of all human knowledge.

4. Collectively, to establish an ideal society in a propitious spot for the flowering of the new race,
the race of the Sons of God.

*

The terrestrial transformation and harmonisation can be brought abdwobyrocessesvhich,

though opposite in appearance, must combineust act upon each other and complete each other.

1. Individual transformation, an inner development leading to the union with the Divine Presence.

2. Social transformation, the establishment of an environment faveutabihe flowering and
growth of the individual.

Since the environment reacts upon the individual and, on the other hand, the value of the
environment depends upon the value of the individual, the two works should proceed side by side.
But this can be danonly through division of labour, and that necessitates the formation of a group,
hierarchised, if possible.

The action of the members of the group should be threefold:

a) To realise in oneself the ideal to be attained: to become a perfect earthly repuesehthe
first manifestation of the Unthinkable in all its modes, attributes and qualities.

b) To preach this ideal by word, but, also above all, by example, so as to find out all those who are
ready to realise it in their turn and to become also annagin€diberation.

c) To found a typic society or reorganise those that already exist.

The Ashram W be Motherd dirst attempt to create a morigleal society based on dke linesi and

Auroville her second attemjfiton a wider base
* * %

1910 :sFrom Pordicherry, Sri Aurobindoguides Motilal Roy’ to set upin Chandernagorehe
fiPrabartak Sangh .On 19.1.39He will explain to the men around him:

| told Motilal that spirituality must be the basis of theax@aa. Otherwise yausuccess will be your

failure.

At some point Sri Aurobindo withdrawlis support to thiwveryfirst experiment At the beginning

of this endeavour, Motilal suggsesb Sri Aurobindo that this $gha could be based on the model

of the Ramakrishna MissionThoughHe had the highest gard for Ramakrishna and Swami
Vivekananda, Sri Aurobindeplied

The error of the Mission is to keep too much to the forms of Ramakrishna & Vivekananda & not
keep themselves open for new outpourings of their spirit, he er r or of al | 4
organised religious bodie’s

8 Sri Aurobindostayedat Mot i |l al 6s place in Chandernagore i mmediat e
° Sri Aurobindo,Autobiographical notes and other writings of intergst179.



This quote is included here to remind us all not to fall in this very confimem r ldence, we should not
keepiit oo much D 6 SritAbrebindo @amdviother but should keep ourselvéso pen f or n
outpouring ottheir spirit 0

* * %

191420: Sri Aurobindo mentions in several places in his writindggch he published in th@&ryad
iparticularly in O6The Huma nhe i2gdddr & Gnosticrsdciety ata 6 T h
certain stage of the evolution of consciousé-or example:

In the Chapter ordThe Advent and Progress of a Spiritual Agé érhe Human Cyclg Chapter
XXIV, he writes:

Therefore the individuals who will most help the future of humanity in the new age will be those
who will recognise a spirituavolution as the destiny and therefore the great need of the human
being. o [ .. . ] The thing to be done is as | a
the way will take all human life for their province. [...] Failures must be origimaimerous in
everything great and difficult, but the time comes when the experience of past failures can be
profitably used and the gate that so long resisted opens. In this as in all great human aspirations
and endeavours, an a priori declaration gbassibility is a sign of ignorance and weakness, and
the motto of the aspirantds endeavour must be
doing the difficulty will be solved. A true beginning has to be made; the rest is a work for Time in
its sudden achievements or its |long patient | a
This excerpt is includedereto stress thatbecause path has to be created in the unknown, failures are

unavoidable because experimentativan essential part of this process
* % *

1920 April 7": Sri Aurobindo writego his youngebrother, Barin:

What | have in view is a 8gha [community] founded in the spirit and in the image of its oneness.
It is with this idea that the name Devan§laa has been givénthe commune of those who want
the dvine life is the Deva Sggha. Such a $gha will have to be established in one place at first
and then spread all over the country. But if any shadow of egoism falls over this emdtsam

the Sagha will change into a sect...

Towards the end ddis letter, Sri Aurobindowrites:

| do not want hundreds of thousands of disciples. It will be enough if | can get a hundred complete
men, purified of petty egoism, who will be the instruments of God.

I n Aurovillebébs Charter, iMotrtserofwitlhle gp erd kn eo fc ofmwicli
seventiesshe will stress on the quality of people rather tharttair numbers.
* * *

192Q April 24™: Motheris back in Pondicherry for goodYears later speaking of this datehe
will say: fi Tehanniversary of my return to Pondicherry, which was the tangible sign of the sure
victory over the adverse forces. o

* % *

1920 November or December:Excerpt from a conversation between Sri Aurobindo and A.B.
Purani on the Sagha:*°

Purani: What wobklthe nature of the spiritual commune?
It would be composed of those who intend to do sadhana.

Purani: Would it be established on economics as the central basis?
No, it would not be based merely on economics.

Purani: Who would be admitted into the camdnwhat would be the method of selection?
Those who have taken to sadhana; they are already united though unconsciously.

1% Evening Talks with Sri Aurobingby A.B. Puranip.23



Purani: Would it be necessary for members to have some intellectual work in the commune?

There must be three or four hours intellettwork every day. The members must be able to
follow what the Yoga is and its process.

Purani: What would be the place of personal demand in such a commune?

Personal demand must not remain; everything would be intended for all. But before one joins it
one must make sure of his spiritual aspiration.

Purani: Will the collective organisation be econonsictityesef?

NO. It will have to produce more things because all its needs cannot be supplied by itself. It will
have, therefore, to keep conneatiwith the capitalist world. Agriculture is the mainstay. The
community must try to stand on its own feet with regard to food.

Mother indeedwantedthe Ashram(and later Auroville) to produce the foodts members and guestst.

Among other thingshts will require owning sufficiently large fadand.
* % *

1926 November 24"; Sri Aurobindo andViother have the decisive realisation of the descent of a
higher state of consciousnetise delight consciousness of the Overmintd the physical.

This date is usuallymentionedas the day when the Sri Aurobindo Ashram startidte that Sri
Aurobindo and Mother did naaywrite that Theydecided tacreate the Ashram

There was no Ashram at first, only a few people came to live near and practice IYoga.
was only some time after the Mother came from Japan that it took the form of the Ashram,
more from the wish of the sadhaks who desired to entrust their whole inner and outer life to

the Mother than from any intention or plans of hers or of Sri AurobisibAurobindo)
*

The Ashram has been created with another object than the ordinarily common to such
institutions, not for renunciation of the world but as a centre and a field of practice for the
evolution of another kind and form of life which would ihe final end be moved by a
higher spiritual consciousness and embody a greater life of the'Sgiit.Aurobindo)

* * *

In the late thirties there was an opportunity to create anidedy,b ut it di dndt mat €

For a long time, | had had@an of thefideal cityo but that was during Sri Aurobin@®lifetime,
with Sri Aurobindo living at its centre. Afterwardsl.was no longer interested.

In the old formation | had made, there had to be a hill and a'fiver.

A hill was necessary becsel Sri Aurobindé& house was on top of the hill. But Sri Aurobindo was
there, in the centre. It was arranged according to the plan of my symbol, that is to say, a central
point with Sri Aurobindo and all that concerns Sri Aurobi@dlife, then four larg petals (which

werer@t the same as in this drawing, they were something different), then twelve petals around (the
city proper), then around that, there were the disdpésdential quarters (you know my symbol:
instead of [partition] lines, there asérips; well, the last circular strip formed the residential place

of the disciples), and everyone had his house and his garden: a little house and a garden for
everyoné®. And there were means of communication; | viassure if it was individual
transporation or collective transportation (like those small open tiantise mountains, you know)

that crossed the city in all directions to bring the disciples back to the centre of the city. And
around all that, there was a wall with entrance gates and gateedsh gate, so people entered only

with permission. And there was no money: within the walls, no money; at the various entrance
gates, people found banks and counters where they deposited their money and received in exchange

" Qu ot eMothérHerMiraculous ducd, Vol 1, page 91.

2 These wordsireunderlined because theyay explain why Matrimandir had to be on top of the hill and why, while
speaking of théPark of Unityo, Mother will insist so much on the need for running water.

13 Seven years later ShyamrBd e r ~ wi | | inform Mother that Tami/l Naduods
to purchase all the | ands required for Auroville. Sh



tickets with which they cdd have lodging, food, this and that. But no money. And inside,
absolutely nothing, no one had any moriethe tickets were only for visitors, who entered only
with a permit. It was a fantastic organisation.... No money, | digdvant money..

Outsidethe walls, in my first formation there was on one side the industrial estate, and on the other
the fields, farms, etc., that were to supply the ciBut that really meant a countiynot a large
one, but a countrg.

After writing, in 1965, that money witi circulate within Auroville Aas long as human habitgill be sucho,

in 19 Motherwill reverse thiscrucial policy by sayingepeatedit hat it woul dndt . He
to notewhatshe sgs hereon some othepractical implicatiors of a do-circulation of monegpolicy.
* % *

1943, December 29 Starting in December 1942 and continuing throughout 1943, the Japanese
bombing of Calcutta resdin many disciples moving to Pondicherry with their families feeling it

is the safest place on elanbecause aheir presence. Mother accephany of them as Ashramites

and stars a school for their children on that day. Prior to that, children were not admitted in the
Ashram but circumstances changedéha nd t he Ashramdéds at mosphere.

Note thatthe creation of the Ashram SchoaeVasthe outcomef circumstances and not of a mental plan.
* * *

1946:Mot her starts the Ashramdés Physical Educat.

* * %

1947 August 15": Most ofIndia is independef’. Sri Aurobindoreleasesa messagé which He
spdls aut the five dreams which Heoped to see fulfilleth [His] lifetime and adds thdtindia may
well play a large part [in their realisation] and take a leading positidfis fithird dream was a
world union forming the outer ks of a fairer, brighter and nobler life for mankita.

* * *

1950 December5™: Sri Aurobindo leaves His bodpon aftetwinning two major battlesde had
fought tirelessly wittHis spiritual force: WW Il ended with a victory for the Allies Kdis 73°
birthday and India became independent bfis 75" birthday. These two struggles and their
aftermathhad preventedHim and Mother from launching any new major project until the end of
1950 whenHe left His body. Mother would soon catch up by launchirtggo major projectsi
actually ACTIONS an InternationalUniversityCentreand a Townshipwvhichwould eventually be
combinedby a movement of consciousness

In 1939, Sri Aurobindo had written abadts Ashram:
There has never been, at any time, a mentah,plixed programme or an organisation

decided beforehand. The whole thing has taken birth, grown and developed as a living being
by a movement of consciousness (&hjias) constantly maintained, increased and fortified.

Obviously Mother will continue ¢ operate in the same way with the Ashram katdr with Auroville.
Hence A u r o v (pastlpresgra and futupegplannersneedto remainin the flow of things.

* * %
195153: Having already started théAshram Schodon 2" December 1943and the Ak r a m6 s
@Physical EducationDepartmert (P.E.D.) in 1949, Mother launches the 6 Sr | Aur obi

l nternati onal intheAskranfrasnewiork® Centr e 6
*
On 24.4.9, she gvesa talk to launch it:

Sri Aurobindo is present in our midst, and with all the poeféhis creative genius he presides over
the formation of the University Centre which for years he considered as one of the best means of

14 But Portuguese and French territories in India are yeetmerged with those freed from British rule on that day.
“During the First Worl d War Thedéal ofHumam bribnd o had al ready
1% Note that, as the pupils of tildshram Schodwere growing up, a higher course had to be made avaftabieem.



preparing the future humanity to receive the supramental light that will transform the elite of today
into a new racenanifesting upon earth the new light and force and life.

In his name | open today this convention meeting with the purpose of realising one of his most
cherished ideals.

*

In 1952, shepublishesin the Bulletinan article, AAn International University Cereo, in whichshe
speaks of human unity, which was not something Sri Aurobindbeairgipkeaboutspecificallyin
the context of the Ashrdf In this text asshehad donéorty years earliershe speaks of the need
of the simultaneous transformationtbé individuals anaf their society:

... in this effort to improve human conditions, there have always been two tendencies, which seem
to be contrary but which ought to complement each other so that progress may be achieved. The
first advocates a collége reorganisation, something which could lead to the effective unity of
mankind. The other declares that all progress is made first by the individual and insists that the
individual should be given the conditions in which he can progress freely. Botmaally true

and necessary, and our effort should be directed along both these lines at once. For collective
progress and individual progress are interdependent. Before the individual can take a leap forward,
at least a little of the preceding proggaaust have been realised in the collectivity. A way must
therefore be found so that these two types of progress may proceed side by side.

It is in answer to this urgent need that Sri Aurobindo conceived the scheme of this international
university, in or@r to prepare the human elite who will be able to work for the progressive
unification of mankind and be ready at the same time to embody the new force which is descending
to transform the earth

Shethenexplains that this International University willdtude Pavilions of altultures:*®

... the international university centre will be international; not because students from all countries
will be admitted here, nor even because they will be taught in their own language, but above all
because the culture$ the various parts of the world will be represented here so as to be accessible
to all, not merely intellectually in ideas, theories, principles and language, but also vitally in habits
and customs, and in all its fornis painting, sculpture, music, ar¢écture, decoration and
physically through natural scenery, dress, games, sports, industries and food. A kind of permanent
world-exhibition should be organised in which all countries will be represented in a concrete and
living way. The ideal would bé&or every nation with a welllefined culture to have a pavilion
representing that culture, built in a style that is most expressive of the customs of the country; it
will exhibit the nation's most representative products, natural as well as manufaatdratscathe

best expressions of its intellectual and artistic genius and its spiritual tendencies. Each nation
would thus have a very practical and concrete interest in this cultural synthesis and could
collaborate in the work by taking responsibility fére pavilion that represents it.Living
accommodation, large or small according to the need, could be attached, where students of the
same nationality could stay and thus enjoy the true culture of their native country and at the same
time receive at theuniversity centre the education which will introduce them to all the other
cultures that exist on earth. In this way, international education will not be merely theoretical, in

the classroom, but practical in all the details of life.
*

On 28.5.53%hewritesto Surendranath Jauhdhis most definite statement

| am perfectly sure, | am quite confident, there is not the slightest doubt in my mind, that this
University, which is being established here, will be the greatest seat of knowledge upontearth.
may take fifty years, it may take a hundred years, and you may doubt about my being there; | may

"But, as mentioned alreadye  h a d Whe IdeakoBHumai Unity and i t hi wa Sdrieanme. fio f
18 As said,Mothermusthavev i si t eCdu lstwchald Pavi |l i Erbdbati theod olaeli der sal
1900 whershe wagsespectively 11 and 22 years old.



be there or not, but these children of mine will be there to carry out my work. And those who
collaborate in this divine work today will have the joy and poéidaving participated in such an
exceptional achievement.

These words dfiotherare includedin this compilation becausgyhen mid 1965he will start speaking of
Auroville, as no Cultural Pavilion hagés yetc o me up as part of tirb'eshevBlhr amo
decideto build them in Aurovilleas facilities ofits own International University. | am convincedhat,
becauseof he f uture si ze a mpapuladidnit wilt fallioh A u rod v UAersiydasidl | e 6 s

not on that of the Asam)to deliver on tis statement ofMother.
* % *

1954 July: Mother publishesi n t h e anEadidlel ieTtoi ntbhe Empl oyees of
As hr amo, she expresseher imtention to create a model village for them.

Mid 1965,shewill decideto carry ait this projectin Auroville. It will beomethei Labour skbeh ony 0
in the sketctshe will draw in front of Satprem on 23June 1965i but from 1970 onwardshe will
repeatedly say that themgill be no servants andther employees in Aurole (which is indeed a must for

any society attempting to d@memore ideal)
* * %

1954 August: Motherpublishesin thed B u | lareatticlen6d Drean

There should be somewhere on earth a place which no nation could claim as its own, where all
human beings of goodwill who have a sincere aspiration could live freely as citizens of the world
and obey one single authority, that of the supreme truth; a place of peace, concord and harmony
where all the fighting instincts of man would be used exclusit@lgonquer the causes of his
sufferings and miseries, to surmount his weaknesses and ignorance, to triumph over his limitations
and incapacities

Butsheadds:

The earth is certainly not ready to realise such an ideal, for mankind does not yet pofisesg suf
knowledge to understand and adopt it nor the conscious force that is indispensable in order to
execute it; that is why | call it a dream.

And yet this dream is in the course of becoming a reality; that is what we are striving for in Sri
Aurobindas Ashram, on a very small scale, in proportion to our limited means...
WhatMotherdescribsin her ABAD r e a nhamahitg ageold dream of arideal society.

Mid 1965 she will decide totry andrealise itas part ofher new Auroville project Note thatshe speaks
already here of fia place which no nation could claim as its @aand thatshe will keep insisting on this

point during the first years during whighewill speak of Auroville.
* * %

1956 February 29™: Mother feels that afiFirst SupramentaManifestatiom has just taken place
and thatTHE TIME HAS COME. The earthsjuststarting to become ready.
This momentous historieventleads to a major modification inMothe® glans. Md 1964, the Sri
Aurobindo SocietyS.A.S. of whichshe is the Resident)will launchthe Auroville project (as her second
attemptto develop finew soci ety expressing ajwhicewlibnoladg i ng t
an InternationalUniversitywith its Cultural Pavilionsanda Labour Colony

* * %

1957, July 10™: While commentingn this First Supramental Manifestatipklotherexplairs:

ewhat has happe thnglsthatamew workl & lbdrny borm,ébevn. It is not the old
one transformingtself; it is a new world which is born. And we arght in the midst of this
period of transition where the two are entangledhere the other still persists -glowerful and
entirely dominating the ordinary consciousness, but where the new one is quietly slipping in, still

¥ The Ashram and its International Centre of Education being in the old town of Pondicherry, it would have been very
difficult to build these Cultural Pavilions there; moreover, as long as Pondicherry was ruled by F@nce,
government would have invested there. (ThoughdégSactomerger with India took place on 1.1.54, d@s jure
merger took place only on 16.8.62.)



very modest, unnoticetl unnotced to the extent that outwardly it doesn't disturb anything very
much, for the time being, and that in the consciousness of most people it is even altogether
imperceptible. And yet it is working, growiriguntil it is strong enough to assert itself bigé

But all this is in the future; it is a future... which has begun, but which will take some time to be
realised integrally. Meanwhile we are in a very special situation, extremely special, without
precedent. We are now witnessing the birth of a newdwyit is very young, very weaknotin its
essence but in its outer manifestationot yet recognised, not even felt, denied by the majority.
But it is here. It is here, making an effort to grow, absolutely sure of the result. But the road to it is
a completely new road which has never before been traceid mmiiodyhas gone there, nobody

has done that. It is a beginning, a universal beginnin§o, it is an absolutely unexpected and
unpredictable adventure.

There are people who love adventudlet i s t hese | cal Il , and | t e
great adventure. o

It is not a question of repeating spiritually what others have done before us, for our adventure
begins beyond that. It is a question of a new creation, entirely newalitie unforeseen events,

the risks, the hazards it entailsa real adventure, whose goal is certain victory, but the road to
which is unknown and must be traced out step by step in the unexplored. Something that has never
been in this present univeraad that will never be again the same way. If that interests you...

well, let us embark. What will happen to you tomoriiowl have no idea.

One must put aside all that has been foreseen, all that has been devised, all that has been
constructed, anthen... set off walking into the unknowAnd i come what may! Theré.

Note that these words applied to Aurovikem tanakeany advanceplanningfutile.
* * %

1958 June: Motherexplairs whatsheis working on:

We are preparing upon earth the geatingpoint, that point of communication and junction
between the mental and terrestrial human consciousness and the supramental and superhuman
Consciousness. It is a whole intermediate world that is being worked out, a new creation
manifesting and matialising.

In order to be realised here upon earth, this creation must utilise the already existing material means
and powers, but in a new way, adapted to the new needs. One of the most essential powers is the

financial power.
* % *

1958 October 4": Motherwarns of a looming disaster unless the financial world neitslways
shespeaks of her intention @ seting an example of what should be done instead:

We want to be the example of true living in the world.

Il tds a chal |l en g e whole finanmcig waalc: I amgelligeheno thae they &re in the
process of withering and ruining the earth with their idiotic system; and with even less than they are
now spending for useless thingsmerely for inflating something that has no inherefd, lthat

should be only an instrument at the service of life, that has no reality in itself, that is only a means
and not an end (they make an end of something that is only a reaek)hen, instead of making

of it an end, they should make it the meaWgith what they have at their disposal they coulah,
transform the earth so quickly! Transform it, put it into contact, truly into contact, with the
supramental forces that would make life bountiful and, indeed, constantly reiiewsttad of
bemming withered, stagnant, shrivelled up: a future moon. A dead moon.

Fifty five years later,in 2013, the ongoing environmental/financial crisigll demonstrateMothe® $uly
amazing foresightOb vi ous | y A u respeciallythaecdbbeconing fithe city the earth needl$

have taincludebeconing fithe example of true living in the woréd In modern parlancene would speak of
Obuil ding with nat wrsa&t@amd b atof daegesdttegpdrdeintt )6, of



1958is probablyalso the year of Rogeknge6 s f i r st v i°%(Wwith Pourmapréntathe As hr
younge of Motherd svo grand-daughter3. From then onwards heill visit regularly.

* % *

L ate fifties: Somamnajor developmenis aboutto take place byhe Ussudu (UstejiLake:

The manager of a large propenyy the Missiofia very good friend of ou
mi s s i owasarrgnging for the Ashram to have it. An American-filaker wanted to build
thereiha school of phot ogr apnlouis Allee Wiedw incharge of the nd f
Lake Estate (a very large Ashram farm by the Lake) enlarged the phyjéptanning to have a

school of agriculture, a modern dairy with grazing landh er e 6s a | ot ofi agr.i
fruit orchards, arge rice fields, many things. And then a ceramics fac¢tavotherintends to ask

Antonin Raymond (th€zecharchitect ofiGolcond®) to be the architect of the projebut the

mi ssionary | eft, t he +makeraied. ©n 2850 whileexplaieing alln d t |
this to Satprem, Mother will comment:

That 6s whiatth ihnagpsp enlsa n g e . |l tds not that the pr
paths.

This stil-born projectwill be at the origin of the Aunalle project, becauset is this particular site

it hat caused t he ©Ora3.;65fwhenrMotheo dederibkepam of Auroville

to Satpremshe explained:

Then, we took up the idea of Auroville again [after trying to get some land for it in the thirties in

the then Hydrabad State], but from the other end: instead of the formation having to find the place,

it was the place (near the Lake) that caused the formation to be born.

This illustratesveryw e | | Mot her 6s appuoathrtowthhnogaheriyodea ar-r
progress a i whichisiwhatsted¢otd Bapeem on 17.1.70 abdle Matrimandir.
* % *

1959 January 1°% As thede fact@merger of Pondicherry with India has taken place in 1954 and

the de jurédmergeris nearing (itwill take place inNovemberl962),Mother mergeshe GAshram

Schoob with the &ri Aurobindo International University Cenfreand renamesthe entire
organisation &ri Aurobindo International Centre of Educatidn(S.A.I.C.E.) She alsaenames
theABul Ifet Phy i cal 6 BHduUceatiino ndf t he Sri Aur obi
Educationo.

* * *

1961, September ': Motherissue a message to explain the spirit in whietlucationwork is to
be takerup. This messagwill obviouslyapply to all works inthe Ashram and iAuroville:

We are not here to do (only atlit better) what the others daVe are here to do what the others
cannot do because they do not have the idea that it can be\WWenere here to open the way of the
Future to children Wo belong to the FutureAnything else is not worth the trouble and not worthy
of Sri Aurobindods hel p.

* % *

1964 January 18": Mother tells Satpremthat the Soviet leader Nikit&hrushchewvould have
shown a real interest irher article,i A Dr:e a mo

... | saw @idhir Ghose this morning, the person who went to America, who knew Kennedy and
even spoke to him about the possibility of openly joining with Russia so as to exert pressure on the
world and prevent armed disputes (he sl settle all bordeand territorial disputes in a peaceful

way 0 beginning, of course, with China and Indiddennedy had been enthusiastic. The Russian
ambassador had been summoned at once, and he had telephoned Khrushchev: enthusiastic over the
idea (but this Khrushcheseems to be rather a good man). They were supposed to sort it out during

®Rogero6s first visit may have taken place one or two Yy
%L One Mr. Dekshmuthchairmanofthéd ni ver si t y 6 s Gadaome fro@ Dethirtd exain dorthe Mother
that, in India, all universities are government ama have to follow a curriculum fixed by the Ministry



a meeting at the U.NAt this point, Kennedy makes off?2.

But the idea has been taken up again through Khrushchev and he continues to be quite
enthusiastié¢® It seems (I do@ know if it quite true, becauséstZ [a Russian disciple] who says

S0) ... but Z sent him my artici® Dream¢ on the possibility of creating a smalhternational
cented (I dond like the worddnternational®,6 but never mind), and Khrushchev answerdthis

idea is excellent, the entire world should make it a reallyell, | dond know whether iis correct,

but anyway the gentleman seems to be-disibosed. And this Sudhir is very intimate with the

U.S. ambassador in Delhi..In brief, Sudhir has sent me the new propo$athe first one, | had
approved it, | had even put my blessings on it, and he had gone to see Nehru: Nehru immediately
called both ambassadors for a confereficét the time, | worked a good deal and things were
moving.... Now, it seems that the new president [Johnson] is, for the time being, continuing what
the other did: he wahupset the apple cart. Wedl see.

If it succeeds, it will give some concrete expression to the effort of transformation without
violenceo

* % %

At first, Mothertook only aii s e ¢ o intereslrinythe idea of builthg a nev towrship. The push seems to
have come mainly from Navajata, who himself prabablyresponding to the following circumstances:

9 Sri Aurobindo and Mother had often spokdntle needat a certain moment in timéo try and
create a more ideal society and town.

T The #AFirst Supr anmel956sadms thhane nfatiaygata (ard otheds) feel that
the earth was getting ready for such an endeavour.

1 Anincreasing numdr of disciples wanted to livdose toMother and the Ashrawithouthaving to
give all their money to ithaving to abide by its strict rulemd having to be accepted by Mother as
OAshrsamit e

1 The idea of expanding and carrying out further the projgcthe American filmmaker already
expanded by Louis Allen.

T Khrushchevés positive response to the creatio
articleA A Dr eamo.

The idea of starting Auroville was not the outcome of sbneatal plat
* % *

22 Kennedy had been assassinated two months earlier"dN@2Zmber 1963
2 Khrushchev will be dismissed nine months later, diBvember 1964.
4 This explains whyhe will call Auroville afiUniversab Township.

25 Nehru will die four months later on 9May 1964.



Chapter 2: From 15" Auqust 1964to 28" February 1968

1964,August 15™: The SA.S. decides to build Auroville:

The Sri Aurobindo Society (&S, whose President idMother), led by its General Secretary
Navajatg passs a resolution during its dirst World Conferenag (held in Pondicherry)to
6devel op a township near Pondicher®y for thos

The main focus of the Conferenee Hu man Uni ty. I n an effort t ¢
Human Unity a realit§, a spe@l seminaris organised otthis topic Motherhad set itagenda by

writing out a set of questions and answersvhich she explains th&umanitycanbecome onéby

becoming conscious of its origimnd thatthe wayto male the consciousness of humarntymgrow

in manis: fispiritual education, that is to say an education which gives more importance to the
growth of the spirit than to any religious or moral teaching or to the matertalllsol knowledge.

We do not know whether this means tflatherhad alreadydecide that Auroville would have the
same aim as the Universitie had started at the Ashram: human unBpiritual educationwill be
one ofthemainmeans to achieve it.

Ten monthsdter, on 23.6.65Mother,will confideto Satprenthat, until that time,shefitook a very
secondary interest ifthis new township projecthecause she hadnot receioved a
Neverthelessshewill soonname tle future townshigiAurovilleo.

* * %

1964, October &' A first plot of land is boughbf Aurovillei in Poothurai Panchayattbecause
at that time Auroville was to develajpng the east bank of théssudu/Usteri Lake).

* * *

1965 March: Mother witesto Roger Angefwholives and worksn Paris) to tell himthat she has
a town to buitl andto ask him whetheit wouldinteresthim. He answes positively andshe writes
back to thank him, addingi always felt you as the man for this projecOn 23.6.65she will tell
Satprem: fil am waiting for Roger to make the detailed plans bexause the beginninghave
said,dRoger will be the architedi

Decades laterShyam Sunderecallec?®:

| heard of Roger Anger the day Mother spoke to Navajata about him in connection with Aurovi
That was when the Auroville idea was just gsttingAmoffer was received from him ir&his firm
name for the architectural services to be rendered by him to Auroville.

fil am giving you a costly architectMother said to Navajata when she gave him the paper of
offer, and asked hif\re you willing® With his characteristic enthusiasm Navajata had
expressed his readiness and given me the offer for comments. It was the usual commercial typ
offer and needed a lot of finance. When | told Navajata that he was incurring a big liability by sigt
hs acceptance, he hoped that in the course
be forgotten and money for Roger6s services
Roger would not only render his architectural servicasywhthoartarium, he would spend from
his own pocket for it.

* * %

1965 mid June: Huta, an Ashram artisthas a vision which she describs, t oget her wi t |
d r e aimsvoélettersto Mother Theseawakenin her fian old memory and fom then onwards

sheis very interestedand starts to speakand worka lot for this new majorproject, actually an
ACTION,andher messages will keegn pouring.

* % *

®The o6prepare for a fkRreandliniwhiehdotseeveatesThe earth is eeftainty nat ready to

realise such an ideal
The t hi fivedreai® tneent6i oned by Sri Aurobindo in the decl ar
% #Down Memory Laniby Shyam Sundep. 70.



1965 June 239 & 25™: Mother describe&er plan of Auroville(SeeAnnexure 1

Note thatthough Purnaprémahad surely briefed Roger after visitinlylother in March,it is very

likely thatMother sehalso a transcript othis conversation(in French) to Roger to complete his

brief. (Satprem was anyway transcribing all his conversatianth Mother) This seems
confirmed by the fact that Rogerés firddr repc
description to Satprem and with the fact that Roger could not find in his archives any other
document briefing him on the towse asked him toesigrt.

Mother explainsher plan of the Township to Satprem and thero days laterto Huta®. In both
casesgshe starts by drawing a flower with four petals ahe explains:

Usteri Lake °.

1 The centre of the town @ top d the hill off the [Pondichernfindivanam] roadnear what is
now 6 Pr oThe aityie éndrmous for it extends from Ussudu (Usteri) Lake to tik sea
(both are shown imer sketch. A fiLabour Colony is also showradjacentto the Industrial
Zone.Stre doesnb6t say for how many inhabitants i

1 At the centre there is @Park of Unity and withinit,tad Pavi | i on owWhichsiee Mot
will later name:fiMatrimandio. This Park isto bedivided in twelve gardens representing the
fitwelve Attributes of the Universal Mother

1 To Satprenshe saysiiat the edge, outside the Park [of Unity], we could build reservoirs that
woul d provi de wa tTevo days taterheh dews had evalvedatrsise. tells
Huta: iiThe whole area [the Aaof Unity] will be surrounded by a lake so tiMbthe® s S hr i n €
may be on an island. When the lake will be dug, all the soil will be collected on one side in
order to make it look like a mountain where there will be fir ttees.

1 As regards the constructio [ o f the city], It wi || depend
concerned about the details at all, there is only that pavilion [Matrimandir] that | would like to
beveryprettyy | see it. Because | saw i tmunderstandd a
what | saw. The park, too, | saswt hose are ol d visions | had
difficult.

1 The four petals of the flowerin Mothed ssketch represent both the foufiAspects or
Personalitie®f the Universal Mothérand the four zoes of the future city(Eight years later
in 1972,and probably already at that timehe will explain thatshe had a vision ofthese four
zones Sheexplairs further.

29|f this is not the brief Roger received, the content of what he received must have been very similar to this.
% she is likely to have explained it to others also (i.e.: Navajata), but these are the only two reuerdgods.
31 The distance between the two belrijkm, the area of the city would have been 79 km2 = 7,900 ha = 20,000 acres.



Residential Zoné Maheswari i West

To Satprenshesays
€ t hResidentialSection where there will be the houses of people who have already
subscribed, and all the others who come in their numbers to have a plot in Adfoville.

To Hutashesays

Here the ground must not be levelled but be kept as it is with hillocks. There will be tal
trees, grass, flowers, small ponds, fountains, rockérabknatural thingd nothing should

be artificial.

International Zond Mahasarawatii South

To Satprenshesays

eéeach country would have its pdéhaiwasimyold t her
idea)’®; some have already accepted, anyhdw inder way. Each pavilion has its own
garden with, as far as possible, a selection of the plants and produce of the country
represented. If they have enough money and space, they can also s@veofasmall
museum or permanent exhibition of the achievements of the country. And the pavilion
should be built according to the architecture of the country represented: it should be like a
document of information. Then depending on the amount of mthregywant to put in,

they can also have quarters for students, conference rooms, etc., thedsoungiye, a
restaurant of the countiythey can have all sorts of developments.

To Hutashesays
Pavilion of all countries which present their customs eultures.

Industrial Zonel Mahakalii East:

To Satprenshesays

This IndustrialSection would slope down to the sea, and, if possible, there would be a sort
of wharf (not exactly a harbour, but a place where boats can berth), and all those industries
with the necessary internal means of transport would have a direct possibility of export.
And here, there would be a big hotel, the plan of which Roger has already done

To Hutashesays

Small industries will be in this place. The big ones will be onseeside. And further
towards Madras the land will be extended covering some 50°fmleso. Also the land of
Auroville will be extended towards Lake Estitsouthward.

Big industries will be far away from the inner parts, which must be in total sikemde
peace. They must not be affected by smoke and noise from heavy machinery.

%2 During his next visit, in September 1965, Roger will be astonished when he will realise that Navajata was already
parcelling the land, behaving like any real estate developet. us note that Mother was accepting people as
Auroviliansthough as yethe had not stated anything on fisenditions for living in Auroville

33 Mother was born in 1878 in Paris and spent the first 38 yedue dife there. There have been manefnational or
Universal Exhibitionsn the past and Paris is the city which held more of them than any other city in the world. Such
an Exhibition took place in Paris in 1878 a few months diemirth; another one in 1889 wheme was 11 (it is for
the 1889 Exhibition that the Eiffel Tower was built) and another one in 1900 silgewas 22. In each one of these
Universal Exhibitions, there weiavilionsof many countries which represented their respective cultures. Mother
must have visited the Exhilons of 1889 and 1900 and must have found this idea extremely interesting. (At that
time there was no cinema, no television, no video, no internet and travelling far away was a very costly-and time

consuming affair). | An ldtGnatbnal University €entéer {{ iwdhli € he m tsi tnloevd k
SAICE), she wrote that, in this University, there would be Pavilions of the various cultures of the world. As in 1965
none had been builthe decided that they would come up, notin the Ashrant,b i n Aurovill eds | nt

Obviously as part of Aur oW ibdtiné&ié sonversation, she daes notsspeakmhaay Un
school, college or university, not even under some other name. mkssion (?) will create someofusion.
% Huta is most probably mistaken because all other documents meniim fifquareni | es ( 38. 9 ftk m] ) a
milesd (129km]). According to our present Master Pl a
% A very large farm belonging to the Sri Aurobindo Ashram, on the seatstern shore of the Ussudu (Usteri) Lake.



Cultural Zonei Mahalakshmi North:

To Satprenshesays

Then in the north (thé& where there is the most space, naturally), in the direction of
Madras: theCultural Zone. There, an auditorium (the auditorium | have dreamed of doing
for a long time: plans had already been made), an auditorium with a concert hall and grand
organ, the best you find now (it seems they make wonderful things). | want a grand organ.
There will ako be a theatre stage with wings (a revolving stage and so on, the very best you
can find). So, here, a magnificent auditorium. There will be a library, there will be a
museum, exhibition rooms (not in the auditorium: in addition to it), there will dieeana

studio, a cinema schd8] there will be a gliding cluB’ Already we almost have the
governments authorgation and promisé anyway its already at a very advanced stage.

Then, towards Madras, where there is plenty of space, a stadium. Andusnsthai we

want to be the most modern and the most perfect possible, with the idea (abvedieadl

for a long time¥® that twelve years (the Olympic games take place every four years), twelve
years after 1968 (in 1968, the Olympiad will be held in Mexitaklve years after, we
would have the Olympic games in India, here. So we need space.

To Hutashesays
In this area there will be art galleries, studios, museums, exhibitions halls, an auditorium,
schools, colleges and so on. Musicians, dancers,epsirgculptors and other artists will
have their houses surrounded by natural beauties. The artists will be undisturbed and free to
create new things.

fiLabour Colony:
Oh, Ibve forgotten one thing in my plan: | wanted to buildabour Colony®. But it stould
be part of the industrial section (perhaps an extension on the edgerafusigial section).

1 At the edge of the city, between two zones, therfardintermediary Zones

1. A zone for public servicesr civil services gostoffices, banks, telecomTelegraph.)*

2. A zone for transportatiofrailway station and if possible an airfielt)

3. A zg;zne for food suppliepvhich] would include dairies, poultry farms, orchards, cultivation,
etc.

4. A zone for shops We do not need many shops, but a few are sacgso get what we
donoét Produce.

3% Note that the cinema school and studio which were at the origin of the project are still there.

Kal ya, Mo granelsordveas kgan ersittand abeal her fiBlessings for this Club.

% 1n 1900, when Mother was 22, th&" Dlympic Gamesf the modern era were held in Paris during ttmversal
Exhibition which lasted many more months. She probably saw part of these Games, or at least read aHetabout
in the press. At that time, both athletes and judges were amateurs and the Games were a very small affair
compared to that yeards Universal Exhibition or to wh

%9 In July 1954, Mother had published an articlétia Bulletin,entitlediTo the Employees of Sri Aurobindo Ashram
in which she described all the thinghe wanted to do to improve their lives. As this also had not yet manifested in
1965, she decided that it would be built in Aurovilie instead of inthe Ashram framework. BUTrom 1967
onwardsshe will repeatedly say that there should be no servants and other employees in Auroville.

“0 Note that thesépublic services should be accessible by anybody and will be neither owned nor managed by
Auroville i which is probably the reason why they are to be located outside the city area.

*! The airport is now there and the railway station is now planed and will be there in a few years. Note that such
transport services should also be accessible by all and won be owned and niawhiehgsed by
probably the reason why they too are to be located outside the city area.

“21n the summer of 1967, Roger will decide to turn thid fintermediary Zongintoa 6 Gr een Bel t 6.

3 Note that, at that time, mopavas going to circulate within Auroville. (See next page.) Hence, these shops were
probably going to be neither owned nor managed by Aur
producing.



1 She explains, thatnlikethe Ashram, Aurovilléii s t he cont act ..wWittdhs tah e
town, so it is the whole contact with the outside. And an attempt to achieve on earth a slightly
more ideal lifed** Along the following yearsshe will make the goal fully idealShe then
speaks onfi e ar | i e r shé lmad maded theahirties, in the then Hyderabad State

There had to be a hil!l and a river. Anhi | |
top of the hill. But Sri Aurobindo was there, in the centre. It was arranged according to the
plan of my symbof? that is to say, a central point with Sri Aurobindo and all that concerns Sri
Aurobindodbés I|ife, then f oame asindhisgrawing,eheyadere ( w
something different), then twelve petals around (the city proper), then around that, there were
the disciples residential quarters (you know my symbol: instead of [partition] lines, there are
strips; well, the last circutastrip formed the residential place of the disciples) and everyone had

his house and his garden: a little house and a garden for evefYone

And around all that, there was a wall with entrance gates and guards at each gate, so people
entered only with penission.

And there was no money: within the walls, no money; at the various entrance gates, people
found banks and counters where they deposited their money and received in exchange tickets
with which they could have lodging, food, this and that. Butomey. And inside, absolutely
nothing, no one had any monéyhe tickets were only for visitors, who entered only with a
per mit. It was a fantastic organisati on.

Motheradds that the present attempiis less idealthanthat earlier formationand money will
circulateo
In 1969,in a major policy reversalshe will decide thatmoneyw o0 nairdulate within Auroville.This

will probably result in the city being less accessible (at least less attractive) to tourists thanldt
have been otherwise.

1 With regard to fundingan absolutelycrucial poini, she says:
Naturally the difficulty is to find enough money, but for example, for the [cultural] pavilions,
itds each country that wi filfor meéte timeluexpenr
industry that puts its money into the busif&stor the residents, each will give the money
necessary for his land [and for his accommodation]. And the government (Madras has already
promised it to us) gives between 60% an@80( partly a grant, whi ch
partly a loan, free of interest and repayable over ten years, twenty years, forty pelarsy
term repayment). Nava knows his way about, he has already got results. But depending on
whether money comes fast or only little by little, it will go faster or slower.
With regard to thdnternatioral Zone she sys Al r eady we al most have
authorisation and promieanyway it 6s alreadypy at a very ad
Eventually, very little of tse fundswill materialise because the governments (India, Tamil Nadu and
others) did not respon@nd as Mother made things more ideal, industrialists and some potential

residents did not go for it.
* * *

“ At first, in 1965, Auroville wasneant to be nly a fislightly more idea) placebut, as years passede will see that
the Mother raised the bar to give it a very higleali even thoughmost ofthe people who joined the experiment
(theearly Aurovilians) were very far from being ideal citizens.

*5|f Motherdid senttoRoger a transcript of this cearevfermasicmt iloefs he
was based oher symbol. In which case there was nothing extraordinary in Roger coming up with a plan based on
her symboli as he did witlthe &Nebuladmodel which he presented to Her in March 1966.

“% Interesingly, on 13.3.73, when Shyam Sunder will fs#f about the legal impossibility of buying more land because

of oO6Tami.|l Na d u 6 she wilbaskhim@8 €ahi we Aawiét, ha egaacrhd ehnous e ? 0
““She also says: fiwe have already approached a number o
pavilion there: a pavilion for every country (that was
way. o0

®She also says: fAAlready many people, including the Ma

want to set up industries, which will be on a special basis... Quite a few industries have already signed up for this
section; | denwitl knbew énhothl space, but weoll manage.



1965 September £ Mother shovs a photo of Ky t oR@laionji Temple Kinkakuj) (Golden
Temple) to Huta and tells her:

Child, this is exactly what we shall have except for the shape of thé rowfust be a terrace and a
dome, but the surroundings will be the saimake, flowers, trees, rockeriesmall waterfalls and
SO on.

Note that, evethough on 23.6.65she had told Satpreniil| am not concerned about
at all, there is only that PavilionMlatrimandir] that | would like to be very prettiy| see it. Because | saw

it, I had a vision of it so | o6l try toithwaekae [ Rog
ol d visions | had repeatedl y. But thatoés not dif

Note also that it is possible that Mother never told Roger that Matrimandir shouldikaotheé Rokuotji
templei except for its roof. Whatever was the caRep ger 6 s desi gns for Matri
differentfrom this Japanestemple, its garden and lake.

* * %

1965 September7": Roger presents his first report kother. (SeeAnnexure P

Rogerarrived the previous dagnd visits Motherfor the first timesincehis assignmentHe hands
her his first report on the future townshipn which he askher many questionsShewrites down
someanswers ang@éomments for him

1 His first point is thataccessibility by road an@ossibilities of extensioshould be taken into
consideration whildocating the zones.

This will lead to their reorientationas shown ontherigitnd i n t he :6Nebul ad

Industrial
Zone

Residential
Zone

1 His second poinis that havinga highway go through the centre of the town would creatae
serious problem$ even more sbecause of the presence of the Matrimandir andPiék of

Unity. Hesuggesst hat O6The best geographical  ocati o
road connectinghe two existing main MadraRondicherry highways, in order to avoid them
while at the same time benefiting from them.

“9 As said already, this first report is fully consonant with the conversation Mother had with Satprem on 23.6.65.



Mothercomments in writingfiA kind of isolating zone must surround the park of Unity so that
it is solitary and silent. One has accés it only with permission
Thelocationof the centre of the towwill be modified a suggested by Rager

1 In his third point Rogewrites that the creation of a city of 100,000 inhabitanté&nd in the
future evenmore&) will have a major impact on tharea and that political, economic, social
and financial questions need to be studied along with technical questions because they may
play a part in deciding on the planning optiortde adds

One shoul dndt wunder est i mthe ceeatiprhoka newatov
whose population is estimated at 10,000 inhabitants at its beginning, and whicl
years may reach 100,000, and in the future even more.

[...]
Residential Section

On completion of each of the construction phasesconsider that:

a) in 5 years, the city will be housing 10,000 inhabitants, that is 4 inhabitant
home, that is 4,000 hoffes;

b) in 15 years, 20,000 inhabitants, thatis 8,000 homes

c) in 20 years, 50,000 inhabitants, that is 20,000 homes

d) in D years, 100,000 inhabitants, that is 40,000 homes

Obviously as yet, Mother tnot told Rogerfor how manyinhabitantst o p | an. (She
anything about it to Satprem on 23.6.65). It must be at that timestte&bld Roger toplan for 50,000
only®>. Note that he writes here thtite populationwould reach50,000in 20 years and thatrdm then
onwards shewill speak of 50,000 and of wanting the city to be built withir2Q§ears. Did the second
figure derive from thdirst?

1 In his fourth poirt, Roger says that the direction of the prevailing wind (SE) has to play a role
in the orientation of the Master Plan and at least in that of buildinggcause, éspecting it
will play an essential role in thermal comfort and will influence architecture.
This is indeed a very important poinbutit will play no role inthe orientation of the highest buildings.
Roger also says that the drainage question (particularly in the very eroded SW sector)sprevent
taking any planning decision without prior stuslignd that these will be complex.
The town will be shifted away from this National Highwwag hence from this very eroded area

1 His fifth point is that conventional cars should be banned from thebciyc a thaugh it s
outdated, and everyone knowslite automobile does its best to create inferno within cities and
to destr oy Shetommeants ih writirg@Shall size electrically powered vehicles,
capable of transporting about 200Kg at a speed of 15&m/h.

She will answer on the same line anenth later vimen Gilbert Gauché will asken about the

kind of vehicles that will circulate in the citut, an 8.1069, she will be askedthe same
guestion and will kangeher answerto: iWe donot knowo.

While making this point, he alsarites that thecity would have at its beginning 10,000
inhabitants and may have 100,000 inhabitants before 30 years and in the future even more.

f Inanswet o Roger 6s point that one hassecdmmentsmv oi d
writing: fiVery importand.

T ToRo g er 0 sdninmeA nrt o &rchitettieednseds to be controlled by precise regulations definini
not only the general layout, a palette of colours, fences and its material, upkeep, etc. checked
Auroville service that would-bleange. This order to prevent carelessness in the fihee
n ot élsis medsure imdispensable .

0 This set of figures is wrong: If the average occupancy is 4 persons/home, housing 10,008 reersces 2,500
homes (and not 4, 000). Rogerdés figures would be corr
*1 One months later, it will be the proposed answer in a questionnaire presemethydGilbert Gauché.



1 Residential Zone:

Roger writesdn 5 years there will be 10,000 inhabitants, in 20 years 5031 %eznél00,000.

As just said, Mother will tell him tplan for 50,000 and will keep insisting that the city sddug built

within 1020 years.
40,00@100mrhome® withan average occupancy of 4.
If one considers that for collective houbsigs Ground + 3 storeys, 100 apartments per
hectarewhichis a very reasonable figuré00 hectares will be required for these 40,000
apartments If for individual housings, 50 houses per hectare is the norm, we will require double
the surface of land. For 4,000 houses, 80 hectares, etc. It appeacaseatire thiea of
land require is considerable, and the best solution in any case, consists in finding a wide range
types of accommodations, that is to envisage a mixture of individual, and small apartment blo
as well as buildings interconnecsedes with patios, terraces, etc. Only such a mixture will
allow a play of volumes that wil/ not be m

Mother marls this entire paragraph and wesin the margin:fiVvery gooa.
A few days latershewill clarify that the city is to be planngdr 50,000 inhabitants.

T I'n answer t o R o @te kind sof stgndliegs shoul nwe addpi/Hor these
accommod Shewritesr s ? 6

Beauty in simplicityi comfortable but without luxury for luxury, harmony in usefulness.
Nothing is more beautiful thanfermonious simplicity.

1 To a question about the type of accommodations to be Budiwrites: Al am in favour of
some diversity in the types, in accordance with the types of residents

1 About the Industrial Zone Rogessks & houl dnot S 0 mgtries dbé set Upe s e
simultaneously with the displacing of villages in order to provide work immediately to their
inhabitants and solve partly the difficult problem of relocating these villagers?

There is no written answer or commdram Mother. (Note thatthis mears that Roger had
understood that villagers would be relocated.)

1 About the Cultural ZoneRoger asks: AConsidering the exrg
Auroville, the number of children will be 2,000 in 5 years, 5,000 in 10 years, 20,000 inr&0 yea
and 40,000 in 40 years. The requirements in terms of school and university need to be defined
within a precise planning prepared with a lot of care, their specialisation, their number, etc.
These programs preondition all the research in terms of arism right from the start of the
study. The same problem needs to be defined for the sports. The intention of Sweet Mother to
make it possible to host the Olympic possible in the near future, necessitate a study programme
whose implications havetobe® i saged straight away. 0

Motherwrites on a notepad:
For the time being the education section is less urgent then the others.
Near the centre of the town, | want auditorium, museum, exhibition Hall, etc.

The sports are planned more for a possibility of @gmpic Games than for the physical
education of the childrety.

The education of the Ashram children, both academic and sportive, continues at the Ashram
with its normal development, which has nothing to do with the creation of Aurdliille.

T Motherwill kegp on tellingpeoplethat shewants the city to be builtithin 10-20 years>.

* % *

2 Roger is mistaken here,

3 This is a very interesting statement.

*¥ This probably means that the Sri Aurobindo International Centre of Education will carry on its activities at the
Ashram and that Auroville has to develop its own organisation.

*®In 1965 Mother was 87.



1965 September §': Motherissuesher first message on Auroville:

fAuroville wants to be a universktown where men and women of all countries are able to
live in peae and progressive harmony, above all creeds, all politics and all nationalities.
The purpose of Auroville is to realise human umity.

* k% *

1965 September &' (or a few days later)

In his 19% interview with Luigi and Aryamani, Rogewill say that Mother then advised him to
contact Naviata®’ so that he shows him the site asml that after seeing it hiells her what he
thinks about it; what one can do with ithis is what Roger remembered

6So | went to see Nayv aandvahdahattwe Walld goen ditecthe mextd s
day to see. I went there and the site that
and on either side of the National Highway. | found it would be a total anachronism to build a city
issplit n t wo é 't did not seem to frighten Na
Highway, and wha h at 6 s ti hasl alleas dtarted s rplot them and sell them in small
parcel s. That 6s t he b e a ypeculdteunith rgnleestdte. It looBemia | |
extravagant, mad and completely ridiculous. | did not say anything during the first few days &
t hedn é

0There i s an i nteresting story because the
Kuilapalayaiin twoethee villages which were there. So | went to see Mother haefasked
AMot her, one cannot build a city on top of

by #romesdms it is; it will be useful at the start. There were sonfleuddsigsjt was the
French customs on the way to Pondicherry. Let us keep them as the first offices. And then we p
the city towards Kuilapalalyanside. Shes ai d Ao f cour se, it iI's ve
probl em. Twwasonhwtt hiheg &0 wa BJstari hakeBhelikeda nd Et
this place verymu&het ol d me @A One sGrantl Etarap eelaten dbabeetheteas u s e
one connection pos s iShetliccnotmlgetovhe shiftn g t o a ntdh & r © imte
O Netde @ u |l d n 6 [about this éhangekss@n as Mother would tell him something, he
was all with it; he would never discuss it. He acknowledged that there were sonde good reasons.
Years later, in 1996Rogerthought thatit was already at that time thd#other decided that the Banyan
Tree would behe centre of the future tovinbutthe plans drawn by him and his office stafficate thatthe
O6Nebul ad and t he {whahche wilspresenteMotharie Marcmi®ebanddarch 1967
respectively had their centre in the vicinity gfiGraced. Hence the decision of shifting the centre of the
town to the Banyan Tremaust havébeentakenwh en Roger brought his O0Macr o
1967 or maybe later

* * %

1965 September or October Mother answerén writing some questiafrom Gilbert Gauchgé

When asked abouthat living inAuroville implies for oneselfhe replies:
To try to attain the Supreme Perfection.

When asked whether one must be a stuafeydga in order to live in Aurovilleshe replies:
All life is yoga, hence one cannot live without practicing the supreme yoga.

%5 Mother insiste that Auroville is aJniversali rather than an InternationalTownship. The first idea that comes to

mind is that, in this particular context, oUni ver sal
Il ear ni ng, Leenardo @Vinci aas a universal @enids. It probably also means t
as a model societyi/wthowrm winl It hb s &uwursiev ewmesaallsd 6appl i cabl

There is another explanation: Off February 1968 Mother will give a messageiakhshe then commented
e x pl ai ntheegrthishhasymbadiic representatioaf theunivers® a mdla thie symbolic representation of
t he e aShe willdimply that Auroville is the symbolic representation of the séniso as to be able to
concentate the work at one poiat. She wiAnditidfdr¢hati itasdFOR THAT that | had to create
Aurovilleo .
" Navajata, General Secretary of the Sri Aurobindo Society (S.A.S.). Auroville was started as a project of the SAS.
%8 Roger had alreadyade this point in the report he had hanbeda few days earlier, o"Beptember 1965.




When asked whether family life will continue in Aurovates replies:

May one produce children here?
If one has not gone begd that.

When asked whether there Wii# a social life in Auroville,le replies
If one has not gone beyond that.

When asked whether money be used in Aurostiereplies

As long as human habits will be such

But, in 1969,she will change this answeér o : fi No . Auroville wild!@l have mon
worl d. o

When asked for how many inhabitants Auroville is planstesl|eaves the proposed answer:

6The town is planned to reach graduZ@lly a ma
Whenasked who will own the land and buildings of Aurovihe replies in writing:
Supreme Lord.

When asked whether one can have a lease deed for a minimum dusla¢ideft the proposed
answer as it was without any comment:

®People whd having been acaegtfor living in Aurdifllie will have made a donation
corresponding to a given type of accommodation, will have the guarantee to be able to live for t
entire life time in the corresponding living Quarters.

dheir children, if they are also ac@ptesidents, will benefit from the same accommodation
during their lifetime.

ThoughMother repeatedly spoke against possession and inheritance, this unwritten rule has never been
formally challenged by our communityAccording to me it isutdated.)

When aske@boutthe means of transport in Aurovillghe leaves the proposed answer:

Inside the town, there will be no car traffic. Small vehicles electrically powered, running at a speed
of about 15 km/h will be at the disposal of the inhabitants forggaroun@

But sheadds

Electrically powered.

But, on8" October1969,she willreplace her answeltby. iWe d o n 6.t know
When askedbout shopping centreshereplies:

There will be a special area of the town reserved for shops

When askedboutcampinggrounds,shereplies:

All things are as they should be when they should be.

* * *

1965 December:As suggested by Roger$eptemberthe centre of the town is shiftadvayfrom

t he O Pr o néoshe wdcity afwhatas nowi Gr a.c e 0
* * %

1966, January: André MorissetMothetd s , b nt e s : Mothérforynews ofasrdville,
shewill answen

Auroville is going well and is becoming more and more real, but itssa¢ialn does not proceed in
the usual human way and it is more visibléht® inner consousness than to the outer eye.
* * %

¥ This is the first record of the proposed population of Auroville.

® postulants had to answer a questionnaire and attach their photo. If acyeptether(probally mainly on the basis
of their photo), they could pay for a plot of land of a particular size (several sizes were available and the cost to be
pai d was f or i ddaaingevithanfrastductured. nTefocation of the plot was however not yetedefi
At a |l ater stage these O6Aurovilians6 woul dAhrmwei Ibleed:
Futured ( Ro g e i pravided théyipaicfor it.



1966 March 9": Roger presents his first two concepts/model$/mther

In his 19% interview with Luigi and Aryamani, Roger said:

0As | di d n oshewdntedwhetrexitavasta ldfyen tev theawtorld, or an inward looking

city, like a protected fortress of spirituality, we came up with two projects, two concepts. Two tec
worked separately and so | came with two proj

A hexagonal concept was also worked on but Regems to &vediscarded it.
Having arrived from FranceRoger presents tdother these first two conceptswhich were

conceived and realised by the teanaafhitects workingn the office of thefirm of which he was a
partner(6 Anger , Hey §&amaris Pucci nel | i

1 A rectangular concept conceived by a team lead by Pierre Puccinelli and Michel Loyer who
developed a system of houses with patios and superposed suspended gardens in the line of the
work the office had already produced for projects in Paris and GrenobtameXures)

Rectangular Model

A
circular concept, basetioth on the sketch made by Mother on 23.6.65 dMwthe® s s .y linb o |
was conceived by a team lead by Mario Heyman and Pierre Brastlavsky, which favoured a
concentric and symbolical urbanisniSeeAnnexuret)

ONebul ad Model
Note that theoad network reproducddlot her 6 s sy mbol



Geographic Location of the ONebul act
Note the magnitude of the entire project as lasgale development is also shown outside the city area

In his 19% interviewwith Luigi and Aryamani, Rogewill say: &hechose immediatelyShesaid
Ait 1 s t Ha hep aorM\NStwad ved) ¢lear about it; there was no need to discuss it.
AYou understood whatWel wearet eece.r y |Ihtapipy .per fect
It is clear thatMotherrejected the rectangular concept which was not based on the sket¢tad made of
the townon 23.665 andthatshe | i ked very much the ONebul Bed conc
sketch but also oher symbol. One mayhoweverwonderwhether Rogewvas right inbelievng that her
decision to opt for the O6Nebul ad was baisamajoron t h
policy change, inl969 (that is after Roger had produced hi&alaxyd mode), she decidedthat money
wouldn 8t ci r cul at,evhichseéntsitamplyAb aodo vi I | &welcdringtidurstskecause t y
theywo n ldetable tgpaywith moneyfor goods and servicdbkere

* % *

1966 March 10™: In a letter to HutaMlotherwrites:
Yesterday, | savwonly the plans and models

the town that are simply wonderful, just as#; ”D__. / 5

wanted them to be. They will be exhibited by #)
the Auroville office in front of the Ashram® ﬂ A %—‘Mf‘f’
You can see them there, and | am sure that i

will be happy as th&ruth Pavilion[the wture Ko T, -
Matrimandir] is in a kind of island in the centre sw #&% . 7?49... L

of an artificial round lake and looks like a%“ﬁ Brormre - tu« wlons... j:.‘....
immense lotus opened towards heaven. R Py of 4 m;" w bt
| talkedto Roger only this afternoon and he toltﬁ_ 1-##- a A 7-12? ‘P"""’zf‘*-
me all his plans of action and work which ar@+« fe. &- le v lowd b

excellent. M tode Srtnr wz;éudl PO
Lk u:g‘ﬁv& ke, v



