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   1st March 2015
1960, August 20th: Excerpt of a conversation with Satprem.  While filing various old papers, notes, etc., Mother happens upon the plan, in the mid 1950’s for a film studio at the lake some five miles from Pondicherry:
MA, I, p.409

French, conversation, tape-recording available

It’s at [Usteri] lake.  The property belonged to the mission and at that time its manager was a very good friend of ours, even though he was a missionary.  He said that that they wanted to sell and that he would arrange for us to have it.  Everything was arranged, and I was to receive the money to buy it (they asked for more than fifty or sixty thousand [rupees]).  But then the money didn’t come and our missionary friend left.  He’s no longer there; he’s been replaced by someone else.

[Mother looks at a piece of paper]
“Calling Antonin Raymond”, the architect for the construction.  Then there was also “making ready temporary quarters for [an American film maker] Dr. Alexander Markey”
.  But then Markey left; he died [in 1958].  That’s what happens – things change.  It’s not that the project stops, but it’s forced to take other paths.

Satprem: But this film project has been completely abandoned now, hasn’t it?

No, no.  You see, it wasn’t a studio – it was a school, a school of photography, television and film.  It’s not at all buried.  But Louis
 has enlarged the program…
*   *   *

1964, August 14th: Excerpt from the first World Conference of the Sri Aurobindo Society held at the Ashram Theatre in Pondicherry, during which the decision to build Auroville was taken:
A tape recording of Mother’s answers to questions on human unity (the topic of a seminar with the Conference started) was played:

1. How can humanity become One?

By becoming conscious of its origin.

2. What is the way of making the consciousness of human unity grow in man?

Spiritual Education, that is to say an education which gives more importance to the growth of the spirit than to any religious or moral teaching or to the material so-called knowledge.
3. What is a change of consciousness?

A change of consciousness is equivalent to a new birth, a birth in a higher sphere of existence.

4. How can a change of consciousness change the life upon earth?

A change in human consciousness will make possible the manifestation upon earth of a higher Force, a purer Light, a more total Truth.

Among the proposals approved by the Conference and Mother (President of the SAS) were:

· Development of a township [later named Auroville] near Pondicherry, with all the amenities and facilities for residence and work for those who want to prepare for a better life.

· Establishment of a studio for production of good films.

· Publications and meetings in different countries of the world to explain what is spiritual education, how it can be imparted, and how a true world unity in diversity can be achieved.

*   *   *

1965, June 23rd: Excerpt from a taped conversation with Satprem during which Mother describes to him her plan of Auroville:

MI, Feb. 1967; AM, pp. 141-51; MA, pp. 139-148; MoA, p. 57; CWM, Vol. XIII, pp. 257-67; Gaz. Vol. 5, no 1, pp. 5-21; AVMW, pp. 37-46.

French.  Conversation.  Tape-recording available.

the cultural zone.
… there will be a cinema studio, a cinema school…

*   *   *

1965, December: Excerpt from a first presentation of the Auroville project in “Mother India”:
A Film Studio: for producing educational and cultural films.
*   *   *

1967, June 3rd: Excerpt from a conversation in which Mother speaks to Satprem of an idea of Yvonne which, years later, the Internet will make possible:
AM, p.171-75; MA, p. 165-69.

Conversation in French.  No tape-recording available.

I saw Yvonne on the 31st.  She stayed for about an hour and told me of her hopes: she sees the possibility of a sort of world television (I don’t know how that would be arranged), with a telephone and a central office where answers to all possible questions would be collected
 – each question answered by someone eminent or qualified.  The result would be the organisation of a universal – well, a world education that would really be an education for all countries, in which the knowledge and best qualities of every country in the artistic, literary and scientific fields would be gathered in a kind of transmitting centre, and all you would have to do would be to get into communication with it.  So then, instead of having more or less incapable teachers to teach what they know also more or less, you would have the answer to every question, the most competent and best answer.  Thus there would really be all over the earth an education that would be the best possible, from which everyone would receive only what he wants; you wouldn’t have to attend classes, a number of useless classes, in order to catch the little you want to know: you would have it just by getting into communication with the centre; you would ask for such and such a number and would get your answer.

If it could be realised, it would be very good.  It means that the most beautiful works of art, the most beautiful teachings, all the best of what humanity is GOING to produce, would be collected and within the reach of all those who had a television.  There would be pictures along with the explanation, or a text or speech.  A kind of imposing central building where everything would be gathered.  I found it rather attractive.  I told her that we would have that in Auroville (not the central office: just a receiving set).  She said that instead of teachers who teach poorly what they know, there would be the best teaching for each subject.... (I didn’t ask her WHO would select those people – that remains the somewhat delicate point.)  But I found the idea very attractive.  She said things are moving in that direction.

Satprem: Yes, but it’s still a kind of encyclopaedia....

Yes.

Satprem: It’s very interesting, but the best education is the one that could put you in contact with the region of knowledge where you find all answers. 

Ah, that would be very good.

Satprem: Yes, that would be true education.  It’s not finding answers in a super-library, but catching hold of something up above – and you have all answers.

But that’s more difficult, isn’t it?

Satprem: Maybe not.... When I was a kid, I was quite conscious of being able to PULL something down from above, and that the answer was there, above. Children just don’t know, after all.  If they were told, if they were shown and made to understand that knowledge is there, that you can catch hold of it ...

Yes.

Satprem: On the contrary, they’re taught to rely on books, precisely on encyclopaedias.  I had to come here to understand what it meant, why I used to “pull” from above.  Which means it wasn’t at all encouraged when I was a child.

But Z has done experiments like that.  He told me the story of a girl at the School who had no imagination: when she was asked a question she could only answer what she had learned, and when she was given a problem she was never able to solve it.  She was like that, blocked above.  And he taught her to try and make contact precisely with that intuitive zone, by keeping quiet, falling silent and listening.  And it seems that after some time, she had extraordinary results in that way, by falling silent and listening – answers which were really remarkable and certainly came from the region of intuition.  And that’s a practical fact, he did it at the School.

Satprem: Well, that’s what should be done, it’s much more important.

Far more important than a machine.

I listened to what she said and simply found it was better than recruiting incompetent teachers.

But there still remained a doubt (which I didn’t discuss) on the quality of the CHOICE of answers.  Whereas if you go there, to the Origin, then you’re sure!

That’s what they are now trying to do here in their new classes: teaching them to make contact with the intuitive zone.

It’s certainly quite superior.

*   *   *

1967, November 11th: Excerpt from a talk on Auroville given by Navajata on All India Radio.

SAS Info Letter (18, Jan 1968); GMLA, p. 138-42; MI Jan. 1968, p.791.

English.  Written.

This talk – probably the first on Auroville to be broadcast – is of special significance because it was first read out to Mother and approved by her.

… a film studio with an artists’ colony…
*   *   *

1968, May 29th: Notice on cinema at the Ashram:

CWM, XII, pp. 242-3; AV Archives, typed on AV letterhead

French

About Cinema

We would like to be able to show the children pictures of life as it should be, but we have not reached that point, far from that.  These films have yet to be made.  And at present, most of the time, the cinema shows life as it should not be, so strikingly that it makes you disgusted with life.

This too is useful as a preparation.

Films are permitted in the Ashram, not as an amusement but as part of education.  So we are faced with the problem of education.

If we consider that the child should learn and know only what can keep him pure of every low, crude, violent and degrading movement, we would have to eliminate at one stroke all contact with the rest of humanity, beginning with all these stories of war and murder, of conflict and deception which go under the name of history; we would have to eliminate all present contact with family, relatives and friends; we would have to exercise control over the vital impulse of their being.

This was the idea behind the enclosed monastic life of convents, or the ascetic life in caves and forests.

This remedy proved to be quite ineffectual and failed to pull mankind out of the mire.

According to Sri Aurobindo, the remedy is quite different.

We must face life as a whole, with all its ugliness, falsehood and cruelty it still contains, but we must take care to discover in ourselves the source of all goodness, all beauty, all light and all truth, in order to bring this source consciously into contact with the world so as to transform it.

This is infinitely more difficult than running away or shutting our eyes so as not to see, but it is the only truly effective way – the way of those who are truly strong and pure and capable of manifesting the Truth.

*   *   *

1969, January 30th: Excerpt from Roger’s handwritten notes:

Roger’s personal archives

French

Yvonne [Artaud]:
A bridge to project the future.  The question is how to realise her ideas.  Television.
*   *   *

1969, February 1st: Excerpt from Roger’s handwritten notes:

Roger’s personal archives

French

Roger: What are the programs to submit to UNESCO in the framework of the commission to be soon created?

1) Education by Television.

The permanent university will be the key to Auroville’s raison d’être.  It must be a leap forward; so that it can hasten the advent of the future, of a world of harmony, beauty and union.

*   *   *

1969, July 30th: Excerpt from a conversation with Satprem:
MA, p. ; AMW, p.204

French, taped conversation

I wondered if there couldn’t be a publishing house in Auroville, because Auroville is an international city and there could be an INTERNATIONAL publishing house.  There would be books in all languages. It would be interesting.

Auroville is starting to be rather well known in America. There is a lady (I told you) [Seyril] who is thinking of coming here with a boat in 1972 – she is very interested in Auroville and she organises meetings, she’s in touch with the government.  It seems to be going rather well over there.  So there could be a publishing house in several languages.

Satprem: What we should also have, which has such a tremendous power, is cinema.
Oh!

Satprem: To have a studio.

Listen, [name] told me she saw your book as a movie.

Satprem: Yes, that’s quite possible.

It would be interesting.
Satprem: Because you reach millions of people with cinema.  And it has everything: – light, music, colour, expression – it has everything.

But it would be possible.

Satprem: Only it would take an enormous amount of capital.

Yes.

Satprem: But I’d really enjoy working on making a film.  I find it is such a complete means of expression: images, music, everything is there.

You know Paolo?...  He makes movies.  Why couldn’t you do that together?...  He’s going to come back.

Satprem: I have a feeling it’s an extraordinary medium to work in.

Yes.

Satprem: A book touches some people, but it’s still rather limited, whereas a film touches millions of people right away. So to make a beautiful film, a TRUE film....

Oh, but with that book you could make a very good film!  You could look into it when Paolo comes back, he’s used to it.

It doesn’t matter, it could start in Italy, then go on to France, then...  It goes everywhere.

Yes, that’s an idea!

Satprem: The power of a beautiful picture!...  It penetrates so easily, you can convert so many people – open, in any case, open the doors.

Yes, yes.

[long silence]

And... (what’s it called? I can’t remember the word; you know, the movies you have at home?)...

Satprem: Television.

Television...  But it would be better as a movie than on television.

Satprem: Yes, television is very limited.  And then the viewing audience for television is usually rather common. It reaches many people too, but it's limited.

I’m telling you this because Yvonne’s idea is to have television in Auroville (they’re looking into it).  A receiving and transmitting centre – not to depend on others but to have a television station in Auroville itself.

Satprem: But television is very well suited for scientific and technical programs, documentaries, information – on that level it’s very useful.

Yes, but not for literature.

Satprem: Not for beautiful imagery.

I don’t know, I’ve never seen it.

Satprem: It’s just a little screen like that.

I used to like the movies a lot.  I always thought something could be done with them.
Satprem: Oh, yes!  It’s an extraordinary medium.

*   *   *

1969, December 11th: Excerpt from a personal letter from Dr. S. I. Firstman
 to Suresh Hindocha
:

AV Archives (Hindocha File)

English

I also want to comment on the paper by William P. Netter
 that you sent:  “The Problem of television Programming in India”.  As a layman in this field, I found Netter’s paper to be extremely insightful.  I am especially intrigued by his seeking way to communicate on other than the world level through use of the television medium.  And, I am very supportive of his sensitivity to not creating materialism amongst people while teaching them to upgrade their lifestyle.  We in the Western world have done a great job of creating a society of materialism.  And, we have sowed much discontent amongst people whose expectations cannot realistically be fulfilled at present, within the economic structure of the western world.  Television can be such a powerful force for the positive development of people.  And, I look forward to future papers by Netter to follow his progress in this path.

*   *   *

1970, January 5th: Excerpt from a letter from André Morisset (Mother’s son) to Suresh Hindocha:

AV Archives (Hindocha file)

English

I have read with great which interest Firstman’s letter which was included in yours of the 29th December.
[…]
There is some likelihood that financial help can be secured through international agencies for particular projects which can at once be needed by Auroville and useful to India.  For instance the television and satellite programme and some parts of the International University.

*   *   *

1970, May 7h: Excerpt from a letter from Sidney Firstman to Suresh and Harish Hindocha:

AV Archives (Hindocha file)

English

I was impressed for example with the definiteness with which the writers of Equals One state on page 17, “all the residents will be connected with the most modern means of communication (walkie-talkie, videophone, closed circuit television, etc).  These, do not constitute luxury items but the nervous system of the society”.  It struck me that may be the Aurovilians, as they begin to live the life of Auroville, won’t want this type of open intrusion into their selves.

*   *   *

1970, May 31st: Excerpt from the minutes of the meeting of the Comité Administratif d’Auroville (CAA) – signed by Mother:
AV Archives

English

Television

Suresh has prepared an estimate for the Television project: 90.000 dollars for equipment and 90.000 dollars for the building.  The draft of the covering letter has been sent to William [Netter].  The final letter will be sent to UNESCO and the Indian National Commission as soon as possible.
*   *   *

1970 (probably end of October): Excerpt from Auroville News Gazette No 1:

Aurofilms: Aurofilms is the film and TV wing of Auroville dedicated to producing films with a purpose – educational, cultural and social – in all the major languages.
*   *   *

1971, February end: Excerpt from Auroville News Gazette No 2:
Aurofilms: The shooting of the colour documentaries of the Darshan of the 24th November and the anniversary functions of the Sri Aurobindo International Centre of Education has been completed.  These documentaries are meant for films and television.  The film on the life of Sri Aurobindo is under preparation.

*   *   *

1972, February 26th: Entry in Shyam Sunder’s notes:
Down Memory Lane, p.125, Notice: MoA, p.88; CWM, XIII, p.245; AMW, p.455, Gazette 7
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English

A projector had been acquired for Auroville and there was thus the possibility of showing films regularly in Aspiration.

The note on Cinema in Auroville, based on what Mother had said to Roger yesterday was read out:

Children below 15 will see only educational films.

Care should be taken in selecting films to be shown in Auroville.

Mother explained that films showing countries, mountains etc. should be shown.  Not many such films are there, but the films which, in general, lower the consciousness, should not be shown.

A week later she added a last sentence and signed it:

All that encourages the lower movements and actions must be avoided.

Blessings.
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*   *   *

1972, April 27th: Entry in Shyam Sunder’s notes:

Down Memory Lane, p.170
English

Michel Klosterman informs Mother about the completion of the shooting of the Swiss TV film on Auroville.  He wants a name for the film and the TV production centre in Auroville.

Mother gave the name: ”Filmaur”.
*   *   *

Excerpt from the Gazette Aurovilienne Vol. 1 No 7 (published early April 1972) Auroville News:
Filmaur is the name given by the Mother to the cinematographic section of Auroville.  A 16 mm film for Swiss television was taken by two Aurovillians.  The soundtrack in German and English is ready and the documentary will be processed and edited in Munich.

*   *   *

1972, August 22nd: Entry in Shyam Sunder’s notes:
Down Memory Lane, p.213
English

Q.: What guidance can you give to Aurovilians who wish to use the medium of film in the service of the Divine?

One should read the books of Sri Aurobindo, what he wrote after coming here, and not confuse by imagination.

Q.: But Mother, Sri Aurobindo takes a life-time.

[laughingly] Yes, yes.
*   *   *

1973, January 15th: Entry in Shyam Sunder’s Notes:
Down Memory Lane, p.266
English

· Shyam Sunder informs Mother that some persons in Auroville propose making films on Auroville life.

I do not permit unless I know that it is good.

Shyam Sunder: I can do one or two things.  I can ask them to give an outline and I can place it before Mother.  Or I can ask them to produce one film and then it can be reported to Mother after seeing it.

Or to wait.
*   *   *

� P. 54 of the April 1955 issue of the Bulletin, the ‘Report on the Quarter’ mentions “an exhibition by Dr. Alexander Markey [1891-1958] of stills from the picture he is producing Gandhipath in which Babu Ramanarayan, the Indian Parlementarian, plays the principal role.


� Louis Allen, an Ashramite from South Africa who was at that time in-charge of the Ashram’s ‘Lake Estate’.


� The Internet implements this idea.


� Dr. Firstman, ‘Intercorporate Director for Urban Systems Analysis’ of the “Planning Research Corporation” had been approached by Suresh Hindocha to use their state of the art planning technique to plan Auroville’s development – to be financed by the Ford Foundation.  André Morisset and Roger had met him in Paris.  All this was done with Mother’s full support.


� Suresh and his father, Laljibhai Hindocha (brother of Huta), would be appointed by Mother in 1970 as two of the eight members of the Comité Administratif d’Auroville.  Mother’s love for both of them was very obvious.


� William would much later live at Samasti.
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