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A Visual Insight Into a Sustainable
Fashion Business
Posted on February 22, 2016

By Mia WindischGraetz

Check out some pictures I took during my time working for Uma Prajapati, ethical fashion
designer and founder of Upasana based in Auroville, India.
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Amanda, a volunteer from the
Rhode Island Design University
draws patterns for Upasana

Amanda, a volunteer from the Rhode Island…

Processed with VSCO with a4
preset

Processed with VSCO with m5
preset

Processed with VSCO with m5
preset

Processed with VSCO with a4
preset

Processed with VSCO with m5
preset

Processed with VSCO with a4
preset

Processed with VSCO with a4
preset

DSC_0738

DSC_0747_2

DSC_0751

DSC_0761

DSC_0766

DSC_0774

DSC_0776

http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/processed-with-vsco-with-m5-preset-14/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/processed-with-vsco-with-a4-preset-59/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/processed-with-vsco-with-m5-preset/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/processed-with-vsco-with-a4-preset-66/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/processed-with-vsco-with-m5-preset-13/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/processed-with-vsco-with-m5-preset-5/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/processed-with-vsco-with-a4-preset-51/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/processed-with-vsco-with-m5-preset-4/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/processed-with-vsco-with-a4-preset-50/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/processed-with-vsco-with-a4-preset-49/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/dsc_0738/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/dsc_0747_2/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/dsc_0751/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/dsc_0761/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/dsc_0766/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/dsc_0774/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/dsc_0776/


Tea Time

Tea Time

Processed with VSCO with a4
preset

Processed with VSCO with a4
preset

Processed with VSCO with a4
preset

Processed with VSCO with m5
preset

The Tsunamika dolls

The Tsunamika dolls

Processed with VSCO with a4
preset

Processed with VSCO with a4
preset

Patterns

Patterns

Processed with VSCO with m5
preset

DSC_0777

DSC_0782

DSC_0785

DSC_0787

DSC_0793

DSC_0797

DSC_0802

http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/processed-with-vsco-with-a4-preset-65/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/processed-with-vsco-with-a4-preset-58/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/processed-with-vsco-with-a4-preset-60/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/processed-with-vsco-with-a4-preset-61/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/processed-with-vsco-with-m5-preset-11/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/21/i-am-full-of-hope-for-the-future/processed-with-vsco-with-a6-preset-8/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/processed-with-vsco-with-a4-preset-62/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/processed-with-vsco-with-a4-preset-70/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/processed-with-vsco-with-m4-preset/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/processed-with-vsco-with-m5-preset-6/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/dsc_0777/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/dsc_0782/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/dsc_0785/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/dsc_0787/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/dsc_0793/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/dsc_0797/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/dsc_0802/


 

 

SHARE THIS:

Email Facebook Twitter

Posted in Auroville, India, People, Sustainability, Women's Empowerment | Tagged
India, Sustainability, Sustainable Development, Sustainable Fashion | Leave a reply

Done.

Done.

Processed with VSCO with a4
preset

Moodboard

Moodboard

Processed with VSCO with m5
preset

Processed with VSCO with m5
preset

Processed with VSCO with m5
preset

Processed with VSCO with m5 preset

Processed with VSCO with m5
preset

Processed with VSCO with m5 preset

Processed with VSCO with m4
preset

DSC_0805

DSC_0811

DSC_0812

Processed with
VSCO with a4
preset

Processed with VSC

Processed with
VSCO with a4
preset

Processed with VSC

Processed with
VSCO with a4

  

Loading...

http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/?share=email
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/?share=facebook
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/?share=twitter
http://aupindia.org/category/auroville/
http://aupindia.org/category/india/
http://aupindia.org/category/people/
http://aupindia.org/category/sustainability/
http://aupindia.org/category/womens-empowerment/
http://aupindia.org/tag/india/
http://aupindia.org/tag/sustainability/
http://aupindia.org/tag/sustainable-development/
http://aupindia.org/tag/sustainable-fashion/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/#respond
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/processed-with-vsco-with-a4-preset-57/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/processed-with-vsco-with-a4-preset-56/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/processed-with-vsco-with-m5-preset-10/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/processed-with-vsco-with-m5-preset-9/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/processed-with-vsco-with-m5-preset-12/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/processed-with-vsco-with-m5-preset-15/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/processed-with-vsco-with-m5-preset-16/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/processed-with-vsco-with-m4-preset-2/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/dsc_0805/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/dsc_0811/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/dsc_0812/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/processed-with-vsco-with-a4-preset-74/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/processed-with-vsco-with-a4-preset-76/
http://aupindia.org/2016/02/22/a-visual-insight-into-a-sustainable-fashion-business/processed-with-vsco-with-a4-preset-77/


“I am Full of Hope for the Future”
Posted on February 21, 2016

Sustainable fashion designer Uma Prajapati talks about bloody cotton, highspeed
trains and why she never wanted to become a business woman.

Uma Prajapati in her apartment in India. Image Credit: Mia WindischGraetz

January 7, 2016. 3:22 P.M. Auroville, South India.

“Hold on tight or you won’t survive,” I keep telling myself while sitting on the back of Uma
Prajapati’s motorcycle. The rebellious driving style of the fashion designer and founder of
Upasana clearly reflects her obstinate approach to her career path. We are on the way to her
apartment, where I interview her over a cup of tea. Besides her impressive book collection,
design furnishings and a kitchen everyone in their twenties can only dream about, it is her
story that fascinates me.
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MIA WINDISCHGRAETZ Tell us about your career progression, where you studied, where
you worked, who influenced you.

UMA PRAJAPATI After I finished my studies in economics in my hometown Bodh Gaya, I
went to New Delhi. There I did my major in fashion design at the National Institute of
Fashion Technology (NIFT) from which I graduated in 1994. Then, I worked two years for the
European fashion market in Delhi. For a design project I came to Auroville in 1996. I
remember I only had 2,000 rupees in my pocket, less than 30 euros. Actually, I was
supposed to be there for two weeks but those weeks turned into years. And well, I ended up
creating Upasana in 1997. Wow, it’s now been twenty years since I first got here.

MWG What does sustainable fashion mean to you?

It means to care. Once you start to care about people and the environment, the ways you
make decisions will change. This twist in your mind comes naturally. The way you think
changes. And your plans change. You really have to plan ahead to dodge around big
conglomerates that only want to make profit.

Screen shot 20160221 at 7.53.05 PM

MWG What inspired you to create Upasana? 

UP A couple of things. A little more than ten years ago, thousands of cotton farmers in India
committed suicide because of the rising costs of farming brought about by Monsanto. It has
driven them to crippling debt. They felt they had no other choice. That really hit me. And
change happens when it hits you. It doesn’t come easy but when you get hit and cry
helplessly, that is when you find the change.

Since then it became very clear to me that fashion has to be sustainable. I worked in fashion
and with cotton at this time. I had to live with that. I felt responsible for what happened.
Many people in India pretend to not know what’s really going on. There is a seed mafia and
farming communities are not well educated. I knew that everyone would just continue the
way they work. Why is the world so unfair? Fashion is the second largest industry in the
world. And it’s a really bloody business. When we started to work with cotton farmers in
South India, it changed my life. What I could do to help these people? I had the choice to
either write nasty articles and blame others, or I could just go ahead and change the way I
work and consume. And that’s what I did. At first, it was hard but I realized that positive
conversation has a far greater effect than negative conversation for a positive cause. I
thought, Okay, I will give you fashion but I will make it my own way. I also wanted to create
a space where young professionals from all over the world can come and
explore Auroville through textiles and design.




